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Unper the Act of Congress, approved July 14th, 1862, Pensions

are granted to the following classes of persons: 1. Invalids dis-

|
|
|

abled since March 4th, 1861, in the Military or Naval service of |
the United States, in the line of duty. II. Widows of officers,
soldiers, or secaman, dying of wounds received or of disease con-
[1I. Children

under sixteen years of age of such deceased persons, if there is

tracted in the Military or Naval service as above.

no widow surviving, or from the time of the widow's re-marriage.

IV. Mothers (who have no husbands living) of officers, soldiers,
or seamen deceased as aforesald, provided the latter have left
neither widow nor children under sixteen years of age, and pro- :
vided also that the mother was dependent, wholly or in part,
upon the deceased for support. V. Sisters under sixteen years of l
aze of such deceased persons, dependent on the latter, wholly or |
in part, for support ; provided there are no rightful claimants of |
Onl

either of the last preceeding classes. y one full pension in

l

ally Case will be allowed to the relatives of a deceased officer, sol-
d.cer, or seaman, and in order of precedence as set forth above.
When more than one minor child or orphan sister thus become
entitled to pension, the same must be divided equally between
them.

Declarations are l't‘f|1lil‘l*ll to be made before a Court of Record.

or before some officer of such Court duly authorized to administer

oaths and having custody of its seal. Testimony may be taken
before a Justice of the Peace, or other officer havine like author-

ity to administer oaths ; but in no case will any evidence be re-

ceived that is verified before an officer who 1s concerned in prose-

cuting the claim, or has a manifest interest therein. In support |
of the allegations made in the claimant’s declaration, testimony |
will be required in accordance with the following : The claim-

ant’s identity must be proved by two witnessses, certified by a

judicial officer to be respectable and credible, who are present and

witness the signature of the declarant, and who state, upon oath

. of the deceased officer or soldier, 1if any be living, under t

| from the parish or town registers, duly authenticated.

or affirmation, their belief, either from personal acquaintance or
for other reasons given, that he or she is the identical person he

or she represents himself or herself to be. If the applicant claims

a pension as the widow of a deceased officer or soldier, she must
prove the lezality of her marriage, the death of her husband, and
that she is still a widow. She must also furnish the names and
aces of her children under sixteen years of aze, at her husband’s

decease, and the place of their residence. On a subsequent mar-

| rlaze her pension will cease, and the minor child or children

1

1 age

of sixteen years, will be entitled to the same in her stead, from

the date of such marriage. Proof of the marriage of the parents
and of the age of claimants will, in like manner, be required in
all applications in behalf of minor children. The legality of the
marriage may be ascertained by the certificate of the clergyman
who joined them in wedlock, or by the testimmony

t of

lf I'.'l':-'.i}t_'{_'til}_lle

persons having knowledgze of the fact, 1n defau! Record evi-

dence. The azes and number of children may be ascertained by

the deposition of the mother, accompanied by the testimony of

| respectable persons having knowledgze of them, or by transcripts

Similar
proof will be required of the marriaze of the claimant, if the
mother of a deceased officer or soldier, and that she remains a
widow. If the claimant be a dependent sister, like proof will be
required of the marriage of her parents, and of her relationship
to the deceased.

Guardians of minor claimants must in all cases produce evi-
dence of their authority as such, under the seal of the Court from
which their appointment is obtained. Attorneys for claimants
must have proper authority from those in whose behalf they ap-
pear. Powers of Attorney must be signed in the presence of two
witnesses, and acknowledged before a duly qualified officer,

whose official character must be certified under seal.
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